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YOUR METAMORPHOSIS

	Metamorphosis is the same as transformation, transfiguration, or change in the Biblical sense. How can you can receive your metamorphosis, your change into the image and likeness of Christ? (Romans 8:28-29, Ephesians 4:13)

	As you walk in the Spirit, God gradually forms Christ in you and sets you free from the sinful fleshly nature. God is calling you into His glory. His glory is His essence. It’s what He is. His essence is the fruit of the Spirit. He’s talking to you about an open door to come up higher. Many are receiving this revelation. Something huge is coming. Those who are willing will come into God’s presence as never before and see the spiritual realm. This is the time of the manifestation of the sons of God. It’s for now. It’s not sometime in the future. The vision of Revelation 12 is being fulfilled. The church is in travail, and the man-child is coming forth. This is Christ’s coming but not His bodily return to the earth. Christ is coming in His people as has not yet been seen. We’re coming into a day of miracles and healings as we haven’t yet experienced. The gifts of the Spirit have been limited until now, but things will change soon. The church is in a time of transition. God is telling us to enter His Presence, His Glory, in the Holy of Holies with boldness.

	This is the metamorphosis. God is transforming His people into the image of Christ beginning with our spirits, then our minds or souls, and finally our bodies. He’s building a holy temple individually in each one who is willing to yield to His Spirit. However, God is also molding us into Christ the body as one integrated temple. It’s a magnificent temple of the Lord, and God is building it. God delegates His authority to every person who believes from the moment each one is born again. Not only that, but God wants each of us to employ the full scope of His authority without extending ourselves beyond the authority He has given us. He wants us to overcome the demonic powers, our fleshly natures, and the influence of the culture. God doesn’t want us to walk in fear as if we must be fully mature before we can do that which brings us to maturity. We will make mistakes. We will stumble, but we must trust God that He will gently correct any errors and pick us up if we fall. Our walk isn’t about proving how spiritual and invincible we are, but it’s about allowing the Holy Spirit to fully form Christ in us. It’s about removing the fleshly nature with its pride, malice, ego, preconceptions, and all the other fleshly strongholds.

	As members of Christ’s body, each of us is matchless. The Christ in us is perfect and cannot be mixed with the flesh. The flesh is religious and is into self-improvement. You can’t reform the fleshly nature. The fleshy nature must die. The fleshly nature would like to convert God’s pattern and orders into a set of rules or laws, but rules and laws can’t contain God’s pattern. God established a pattern and orders for Christ’s body, and we can read about those in Scripture. God’s pattern is spiritual and contains everything needed for God to form this spiritual body. As part of God’s pattern, God delegates authority in specific ways to fathers, mothers, local elders, local deacons, traveling elders, traveling deacons, and every member in His body. Once He has delegated His authority, He operates His power through the person set into authority in unity and love according to the pattern found in the Bible. Right now, Christ’s body is incomplete, so only spiritual eyes can see it. However, God has promised us spiritual eyes and has commanded us to pray that He establishes a new level of seeing in us by giving us those eyes to see.

	A flow of God’s glory is coming. His glory will fill all the earth and destroy the works of darkness. The shaking has started. It will shake everything that can be shaken. Every institution and half-truth will shatter. Only that which cannot be shaken will remain at the end of the shaking.

	We aren’t the only ones being shaken. God is preparing many we don’t know. Some are called to other work, but many have the same calling we have. They are hearing Christ’s voice and yielding to His Spirit so Christ is doing His work through them. As they walk in this, the Holy Spirit is forming Christ in them. They may be hindered by preconceived ideas just as we are, but the Holy Spirit will remove those stumbling blocks at the right time.

	TRANSFIGURATION
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	GOD’S WORD

	“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” ~ John 5:39

	The Holy Spirit speaks to you of Jesus through the Scriptures. The Holy Spirit speaks the living Christ into your heart. That’s one way God speaks to you.

	“But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” ~ 2 Corinthians 3:14-16

	They had the Scripture, but they missed God’s Word. They opened their Bibles but only saw their interpretation of what they were reading. And yet, whenever they turned to the Lord (Christ is the Word of God), the veil of their fleshly preconceptions is taken away so they can hear the Word of the Father. The Word of the Father is the Son of God. Whenever we turn to Jesus Who is the Word of the Lord, the Holy Spirit pulls back our fleshly veils and reveals reality to us. This is basic to understanding God’s Way since Jesus Christ is the Way. Jesus said He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. He’s the Pathway we walk on, the Light on our Pathway, and the Life we are walking toward.

	The Father is the first-mover in everything of value. People may read about “the word” or “God’s word” in the Bible and presume “the word” means “the Bible.” If they were to do that, it could give them the wrong impression. This is hard to write about without being misunderstood. It’s not that the Bible isn’t God’s word because it IS God’s word. God speaks through the Bible, and God has permeated the Bible with His Spirit to the point that God speaks to every person who reads the Bible whether they acknowledge Him or not. We don’t worship the Bible as a god, but we worship God Who wrote the Bible, preserved the Bible, and speaks through the Bible. We don’t trust the Bible, but we trust God. Instead of praising the Bible, we praise God. And yet, when we read Scripture, we can hear God’s voice. God spoke to men, and those men wrote those words faithfully by the power of the Holy Spirit, and we call the text they wrote “the Bible.” God guided the writing and preserved those words for us supernaturally, so we can receive them today.

	However, when the Bible says “word,” it isn’t referring to the Bible. Instead, it refers to “a spoken statement,” “an utterance,” or “a sentence.” “Man shall live by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the Father.” (Matthew 4:4) Many people assume “the word” is the Bible. That’s why we may have to remind ourselves from time to time that “the word” is God speaking, leading, teaching, and correcting His people. And God can speak through the Bible and every means of divine revelation and leading mentioned in the Bible. God isn’t confined, and He can speak to us in an unlimited number of ways. It would be impossible to list all the ways God can speak since God is infinite. Here are a few examples:

	
		Scripture being read

		Bringing Scripture to our memory

		Brothers or sisters speaking by the Holy Spirit

		Prophecies

		Words of wisdom

		Words of knowledge

		Dreams

		Visions

		Intuition

		Conscience

		Discernment of spirits

		A quiet inner voice



	When God speaks, He never contradicts Himself. God would never reveal anything that would conflict with Scripture. His revelation explains Scripture, and Scripture will confirm any true revelation. Theologians have tried to rationalize explanations of Scripture, but only the Holy Spirit can reveal the meaning of Scripture.

	WHO IS THE WORD OF GOD?

	 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. Everything that God made, He made with His Word. He spoke, and it was. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” (John 1:1-14) God means what He says. God is telling us about “the Word.” The “Word” mentioned in this passage of Scripture is a stated declaration and that stated declaration is Christ. In plain language, God spoke. That’s how God created everything. And that same Word that God spoke became flesh in the form of Jesus Christ. This isn’t a metaphor. God means what He is saying through Scripture. Jesus Christ IS the Word spoken by the Father. And faith comes by hearing this Word. Not only that, but that Word is the Seed God plants in our hears every time we hear Him and yield to His Spirit and obey the Word He speaks.

	When you realize that God created the heavens and the earth (Psalm 33:6, Genesis 1, Exodus 20:11) and now holds the universe together by His Word (Colossians 1:15-17), you can sense the enormous power of the Word God speaks to us when he leads us. We live by every Word that comes from the mouth of God. We haven’t completely understood or used the power that comes from hearing, seeing, and speaking the statements of God. God has much more for us. If we continue to listen to God’s voice, He will lead us. And if He leads us, He will lead us into the fulfillment of all His promises. You mature in Christ when you listen and yield SOLELY to the direction of the Holy Spirit. All righteousness, holiness, ministry, and order result from this listening and yielding.

	FAITH

	Faith is a vital part of God’s process of transfiguration. Jesus is coming. Jesus comes to His body. He replaces our rebellious and flawed traits with His traits. We find ourselves in constant transition as God transfigures us moment by moment from glory to glory. And He will complete that work in us. 

	Our part is to pay attention to God and let Him do His will through us.  His faith comes by our hearing, and our hearing comes when He speaks. (Romans 10:17) That’s exactly what happens when you read Scripture and pray for the Holy Spirit to speak to you through the pages. It’s what happens when the Father operates a word of wisdom, a word of knowledge, or a prophecy and you listen. And that’s also what God is doing when He gives you a word, leading, vision, dream, teaching, or testimony.

	What is the nature of this supernatural belief we call “faith?” It is the substance of things hoped for. Faith is the reality as opposed to concept. All the world runs on concepts, but faith is reality. It’s the reality of things hoped for. No human can self-generate true faith or hope. Hope is the vision of reality that springs from faith before the fulfillment of whatever God said that caused faith to spring into existence. Faith is also the evidence of things not yet seen. Evidence here is absolutely certain proof. (Hebrews 11:1) True faith has no doubts. It is firm. (James 1:6-8)

	HEARING

	Faith comes by hearing, but how can we hear? We hear God by seeking Him and standing in His presence. Scripture gives us some clues about how to seek God and stand in His presence. Deep respect for God is the beginning. (Proverbs 9:10) You can enter His presence with thanksgiving and praise, but unthankfulness and failure to glorify Him will keep you out of His presence. (Psalm 100:4, Psalm 22:3, Romans 1:18-22) Hold God in your knowledge at all times. (Romans 1:28, Proverbs 3:6) Trust God and not your mind. (Proverbs 3:5) That may sound like too much to consider, but it’s really simple. Just remember that ALL wisdom and knowledge are in Christ, and the human mind delivers exactly zero value. The only thing we provide is our submission to Christ. If you remember that, you will stand in the presence of God, and you will hear Him.

	In whom [Christ] are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. ~ Colossians 2:3

	Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights. ~ James 1:17a

	It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. ~ John 6:63

	These Scriptures point to humility. God wants you to see reality as it is. The truth is that you bring nothing except your willingness to listen and yield to the Holy Spirit. Everything of value comes from God through Christ. When you know this, you will find it easy to enter His presence. When you get filled with pride, God resists you. (James 4:6) Logic and reason are part of God’s plan, but logic and reason are impossible without the leading of the Holy Spirit. Some godly people have spoken against logic and reason, but God is not irrational. However, God stands against false logic and reason since it isn’t based on truth. God is logical and rational. God opposes the false teachings about logic and reason taught is almost all schools today. The schools are teaching that logic and reason don’t need to be based on truth. They teach that there is no truth. All truth is hidden in Christ, and they don’t want Christ. No one can know the truth without Christ. Without truth, no one can think rationally. Instead of thinking rationally, they just make up stuff and call the made-up stuff true. Then, they use smokescreen fallacies to hide their flimflam. To me, that sounded impossible when the Holy Spirit first revealed it to me, but it’s true. And even Atheists know it but don’t want to talk about it. That’s why they pretend so hard they believe their own lies. If you’re interested in knowing more about why and how God uses logic and reason, check out Appendix C. 

	KNOWING IT’S GOD

	How can we be sure we’re hearing God and not something else? 

	Bible

	God speaks through the Bible, but the heart is deceitful and desperately wicked. The heart can confuse us and make us think we’re reading Scripture when we’re interpreting Scripture. We’ve all seen Christians arguing over theology with each side of the argument quoting Scripture to back up their positions. They argue about interpretations, and each side accuses the other of twisting Scripture. The veil of the flesh gets in the way with all its preconceived ideas.

	But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. ~ 2 Corinthians 3:15

	They read the Bible, but the veil of their fleshly nature blinded their eyes. However, the Holy Spirit can remove that fleshly veil in Christ. The Spirit of Christ leads every person, but you can think you’re hearing the Spirit when it’s some other spirit or your fleshly inner voice. You can be hindered by your doctrines and theologies. You can seek out a good Bible-believing teacher or pastor, but these teachers and pastors generally are following a set of doctrines they learned from someone you don’t know. Many prophets are prophesying. However, the spirit of the prophet is subject to the prophet. That means a prophet can mix speculative theology with prophecy to the point that it’s difficult to tell truth from fiction. Only the Holy Spirit can separate reality from unreality. And the Holy Spirit does reveal the difference to you.

	Solution

	The solution is seeking Jesus Christ and nothing else. If you sincerely desire truth, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ, will eventually lead you into all truth. You may take a side step, but God knows your heart and will lead you back to the Path. If someone deceives you, the Holy Spirit will correct you and stop you at some point, provided you are still seeking Him rather than following a person, doctrine, or organization. Maintain your focus on Jesus, and He will see you through. Hold tightly to Christ, and hold your doctrine or other allegiances loosely. In addition, God has built safeguards into the gifts, ministries, offices, and orders of the church. To keep us safe, God gave us the order of multiple ministries working together in unity. (Proverbs 11:14)

	VISION

	When God speaks, He gives you a vision of hope. James wrote about a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror but forgets what he saw. (James 1:23-25) This is a vision that’s like looking in a mirror. Only God is telling us about a spiritual mirror. You don’t see your flesh in this spiritual mirror. You see who you are in Christ, your ministry. You perceive Christ in you, the hope of glory. (2 Corinthians 5:16) And you also see Christ in your brothers and sisters. You can tell the difference when something is or isn’t part of Christ the body. For instance, you recognize disorders like a critical spirit, a doubting spirit, or a lustful spirit. (1 Corinthians 11:29) And you also know what God is asking you to do or say at the moment. (Romans 8:14) 
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	GRACE

	Once you obtain God’s faith by hearing His Word, you proceed into grace. And God supplies His grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8). Faith gives you access to grace. 

	“By whom also we have access BY FAITH into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” Romans 5:2

	Grace has been poorly understood in the past. Often, grace is thought to be mercy or gentleness. Grace is God’s power to do God’s righteousness through you. Click here to see what the Bible says about grace.

	RIGHTEOUSNESS

	“For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” ~ Philippians 2:13 

	Righteousness is the work grace does since “faith without works is dead.” (James 2:17) Don’t be deceived. The person who does what’s right is righteous. (1 John 3:7) You can’t generate righteousness by self-effort. That’s self-righteousness. Righteousness is a gift you receive by grace, which is through faith. It’s God thinking His thoughts, saying His words, and doing His acts through you as you listen to His leading and yield to the power of His grace.

	There is a theology that says righteousness has nothing to do with the words you say or the acts you do. That’s not true. God’s grace says God’s words and does God’s works through you. (1 Corinthians 15:10) Let me repeat that another way. Righteousness IS Jesus doing His works through you.  That’s what righteousness IS, and nothing else is true righteousness. Everything else is dead works. (Hebrews 6:1) Jesus saves us from sin by grace. (1 John 1:7) If we can enter into it, God is showing us the true “Sabbath Day rest.” Today, we can “cease from our own works as God ceased from His.” (Hebrews 3:7-4:8) We must hear His voice and believe Him when He speaks to us. “Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts.” (Hebrews 3:15) Jesus authors our faith, which is our belief. And Jesus also finishes our faith by doing His works through us. (Hebrews 12:2) When we yield to His gift of righteousness, we cease from our works. God does His works through us. How does God do this? You surrender your tongue, hands, feet, and entire being to God’s free gift of righteousness. (Romans 6:13) 

	“For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:17

	HOLINESS

	Righteousness leads to holiness. (Romans 6:19) Holiness is Christ formed in you. God is transfiguring you from what you now are into what you are becoming. God is transfiguring you but not independently. God is transfiguring His body: those who are willing to be conformed to the image of Christ. (2 Corinthians 3:18) You are part of that body. When the Holy Spirit plants the Seed (the Word, which Christ), He builds up (edifies) Christ in you. Christ is the Light, and when He grows in you, darkness (that rebellious fleshly nature) diminishes and loses power over you. The Holy Spirit removes the fleshly veil from your eyes and changes your nature little by little.

	NARROW WAY

	How very narrow that narrow way is! “Whatever is not of faith is sin.” (Romans 14:23) Sin is whatever is not of faith. Any thought, word, or deed is a sin if Jesus didn’t begin and complete it. The narrow way is God’s gift of righteousness to you. It’s free because God does the righteousness as you yield yourself to Him. Righteousness is ALWAYS and ONLY “by grace through faith.” It’s true righteousness and not self-righteousness. True righteousness forms Christ in you, and the Light of Christ lessens the influence of the darkness of the fleshly nature. Sin does just the opposite. Sin strengthens the fleshly nature and takes you out of the glory of God. 

	“But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” ~ Proverbs 4:18

	“But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” ~ Hebrews 5:14

	Your Pathway is a shining light that grows brighter and brighter until that final day of wholeness, increasingly giving your spiritual eyes the ability to see reality. If you sin, you step or slip off God’s Pathway, and that puts a fleshly veil in front of you that distorts your sight and deadens your spiritual senses. That’s why you focus on Christ and the Holy Spirit’s leading. If you chase theories, theologies, organizations, or other hallucinations rather than being led by the Holy Spirit, you harm God’s temple. We know in part. (1 Corinthians 13:9) If we think our partial revelation is complete, we believe a lie from the enemy of our souls. All revelation is partial now, but you have ALL knowledge in Christ. You only know the part He has revealed. He will continue to reveal His knowledge to you in His time and according to His wisdom. Focus on Jesus, and He will complete the work of fashioning Himself within you. We build on Christ. He is our Foundation.

	SAVED

	Since Jesus is saving you, what does He save you from, and what does He save you to? Teachers often give a very limited answer to this question. And that limited answer minimizes salvation. They transform salvation into a mere escape from punishment. You are saved from much more than punishment. Christ saves you from sin, insanity, judgment, sickness, death, separation from God, worries, the world, demons, and many other obstructions. He saves you to joy unspeakable and full of glory. What He saves you to is beyond what you could comprehend. Appendix E gives some Scripture about our salvation.

	John 8:31-32, 34, 35 “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word [logos], then are ye my disciples [those taught by Me] indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. ... Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant [slave] of sin. ... If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”

	Don’t be deceived. Jesus Christ is well able to free you from your sinful nature. He sets the captive free, and He can set you free. You don’t have to remain a slave to sin. This Scripture explains how: If you continue to listen to the words Jesus Christ is speaking to you through the Holy Spirit, He will be your teacher. And you will be His student or disciple. Then, since you are listening to His voice, you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free from your slavery. You will no longer be a slave to sin. Redemption frees a slave, and redemption continues until that freedom is complete.

	The Christ in you is already sinless. He is your true identity. You aren’t your sinful nature. Your sinful nature can’t do anything but sin, but that’s NOT who you ARE. As you walk in the Spirit, The Spirit destroys your sinful nature and builds Christ in you. You keep changing with each step. A day will come, and it’s close, when the sons of God will be complete in Christ and the sinful nature will be a thing of the past for them. They will be called up into the throne room to rule and reign with Christ. It appears they will be right here but experiencing authority and power in the Spirit than no one has ever known. It will be a rapture high in authority rather than high in altitude that will displace the prince of the power of the air, and God will give those who have come to maturity great responsibility.

	SINLESS

	Christ is born within you. He continues fashioning Himself within you. Christ in you can’t sin. (1 John 3:9) Your flesh can’t do righteousness. (Romans 8:8) Righteousness is God’s grace saying God’s words and doing God’s acts through you. Righteousness is something God does in you, but sanctification is God changing what you are. You progress into the condition of holiness from glory to glory. Holiness is Christ formed in you as Christ’s Light removes the fleshly veil. That’s what it means to “put on the Lord, Jesus Christ without any provision for the flesh. (Romans 13:14) “The flesh fights against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh.” (Galatians 5:17) In Greek, “flesh” is “sarx,” Sarx is the animal nature. It’s the natural human nature without any influence from the Holy Spirit. The sarx nature is subject to sufferings and cravings that can draw us into sin. Without Christ in us, we can be as clever as monkeys, but we’re just “brute beasts,” and we can only react to our senses. We have no truth without Christ. Rational thought isn’t possible without truth, so rational thought is impossible without Christ. We can dogmatically argue in convincing ways without truth, but we can’t be rational. We can only rationalize. When we rationalize, we use words to make insanity seem sane. As soon as we add even a single assumption to the truth, we have rationalized and distorted the truth. No one can reason to truth since Christ is the truth. Without truth, we can’t think rationally. Without the truth, we can make up stories, but we can’t come to any sensible conclusions. We need Christ, and we need to avoid leaning on our own understandings.

	“But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption” ~ 2 Peter 2:12

	“But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.” ~ Jude 1:10

	Every idea people have come up with to overcome sin has made the problem of sin worse. Even God’s Law made the sin problem worse since the flesh tried to remove the flesh and just became more deceptive. You can’t sweep darkness from a room. When you turn on the Light, the darkness is gone. Christ is the Light. Turn to Him. He will lead you in an upward spiral with each circuit of that spiral starting with the Father leading. Each circuit follows the same pattern: The Father speaks His Word, you listen, Christ (the Word) authors faith in you. Then, you yield yourself to His Spirit of righteousness so God’s grace does His works through you. And then, the Holy Spirit transfigures your mind a little bit. That cycle repeats moment-by-moment in an upward spiral. With each cycle, the Holy Spirit forms Christ in you, and the Light of Christ diminishes the darkness of your sinful nature. That’s spiritual maturity. As you mature, your flesh, the world, and demonic powers are gradually losing their ability to deceive you.

	Without the Holy Spirit leading you, your situation would be hopeless. You wouldn’t have a way to know anything. You could stubbornly hold to any opinion, and one opinion would be just as foolish as another. However, God has put you on His Pathway. His Pathway is Jesus Christ. And Christ shines His Light on His Pathway so you can come to know Him in ever-increasing depth.

	INTIMACY

	They did miracles in Jesus’ name. They cast out demons. And yet, Jesus told them, “I never knew you.” 

	“And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” ~ Matthew 7:23

	In Greek, the word translated as “knew” is one of those words that can have different meanings depending on how it’s used in the sentence. For instance, it could mean “perceive,” but that doesn’t make sense in this context. The meaning of “knew” that makes sense in the context refers to intimacy in marriage and creating new life. It is used when a husband knows his wife, and they have a baby. The church is the bride of Christ. Here’s how that works. The Father speaks the Word (Christ). And you yield to the Father so He does His works though you. That is the point where He plants His Seed (Christ) into your heart. He won’t force Himself on you. He waits for you to yield the members of your body to His righteousness. That’s how you know Him, and He creates life in you. He forms Christ in you. He renews your mind. He’s giving you a new mind. The first time that happens, you are born again. (1 Peter 1:23) However, you are born to grow to fullness. You mature in Christ each time you allow the Spirit to lead you.

	NEW MIND

	I’ve heard it taught that repenting is changing our mental attitudes. And yet, God has so much more than that for us. If we take the word “repent” literally, it is to “have a new mind.” God will transfigure you into the image and likeness of Christ, beginning with your spirit, then to your mind, and finally to your body. He speaks to you through your spirit to your mind. He is transfiguring your mind from a mind controlled by the desires of the body into a new sort of mind. You could call it “the mind of Christ.” This doesn’t happen all at once but by degrees, here a little and there a little, step by step, as you walk in the Spirit. God doesn’t want you to merely change your worldview but to exchange your mind for His Mind. The Father sows the Seed (Christ, the Word) into your heart repetitively to complete this work in you.

	SOWER

	In the Parable of the Sower, the Seed is the Word. I want to be clear that the Word or Seed is the living Christ, and the Father sows the Person of Christ into our hearts. (Matthew 13:3-9 & 18-23) This Parable is deeper than many Christians think. Yes, it’s about being born again. However, it’s also about maturing in Christ from glory to glory until the ultimate day when Christ completes His Coming (Parousia). The called-out people of God must grow and mature in Christ until the sons of God manifest themselves. In Romans 8:19 “manifestation” is translated from the Greek: “apokalupsis,” which is commonly called “apocalypse.” And “apokalupsis” means removing a veil. It’s the day we finally remove the fleshly veil so Christ can shine forth fully. Christ the body will come to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. We don’t know exactly what that will look like, although many have promoted cleverly devised speculations about it. When God completes this work, all speculations will look very silly. Before that great day, God is removing the veil step by step every time we look to Jesus rather than our own fallen mind.

	AUTHORITY AND POWER

	Authority comes as God speaks, and faith is God-given authority to accomplish whatever God has spoken to us. And yet, faith, in itself, lacks the power to do anything. Grace is the power of God to accomplish His will through us. Notice that Satan has limited power but no authority. (Ephesians 6:12, Ephesians 2:2) Christ in you is stronger than Satan. (1 John 4:4, Matthew 12:29) Satan can deceive us and trick us into giving him access to us, but Jesus defeated him on the cross. (Hebrews 2:14, Ephesians 1:19-21, Ephesians 6:10, Colossians 1:13, Colossians 2:15, 2 Thessalonians 1:11) We understand that we must not try to exercise spiritual power without authority. We wait before the Lord to get into His presence. As we walk, we will eventually come to a place where we never leave God’s presence and always hear His direction clearly. We need to know His will. He will speak. He will lead. When God leads, faith comes. With faith comes authority. Presumptions or presuppositions aren’t faith. Human assertions aren’t faith. Faith always starts with God revealing His will to us through Scripture or any other means He chooses. We never want to step beyond the authority that comes from the Word God speaks to us as He leads and the faith that comes as we hear the Word He speaks. 

	SPEAK

	We’re just beginning to understand the authority and power God gives us when He speaks His Word to us. And the words we speak have power for good or evil. (James 3:2-12, Matthew 15:11) The impact of our words can’t be overstated. Life and death are in the power of the tongue. (Proverbs 18:21) Scripture tells us God must judge us for every idle word. (Matthew 12:36) What’s an idle word? An idle word is a word that doesn’t accomplish God’s work. It’s a word God didn’t speak through us. When you speak God’s Words, you are speaking the Living Christ with all the power of the One Who holds the entire universe together.

	Naturalism says, “Words are just vibrations in the air.” That’s not true. God created the universe and everything in it with His Word. Jesus Christ is the Word of the Father made flesh. When God speaks His Word through us, we are proclaiming Christ Himself since Christ is the Word of the Father. We proclaim the authority, power, and glory of our Creator and Sustainer God. We must agree with God in our hearts and out loud. And we must stop agreeing with the accuser. When we agree with God, our words have power. Whenever God says “Amen!” through us under the anointing without a doubt in our minds, He speaks with the same power that said “Let there be light.” (1 Corinthians 14:16) However, if we disbelieve or use “Amen” as a formula, it’s powerless. Saying “God bless you” can also be an exercise of God’s authority. We can say the same for testimony, teaching, prophecy, a word of wisdom, or a word of knowledge. The Father begins by speaking to us and then speaks through us. And we must allow the Anointing of the Holy Spirit to direct and empower us regardless of whether we’re giving a testimony, teaching, prophecy, or any other form of ministry. Of course, these are just examples, and the Holy Spirit can minister through us in many other ways as well. If the Holy Spirit prays through us, we pray in Jesus’ name, but merely tacking the phrase “in Jesus' name” on the end of a prayer is powerless. 

	God’s people need to know and understand all the power and authority He has put into their hands. Then their lives will change. God will give a vision for healing and speak His words of life though His people. He will heal broken bodies and shattered relationships by speaking His word through us. His power will break every form of oppression and unravel every mess. Here’s our part. We listen to His leading and yield ourselves to His will. We agree with God and yield to God. Then the full power of the God Who created all things is working in us. Only the Holy Spirit can give us a vision of that potential. His Word is alive in us, and all of His creation must obey His will.

	CHRIST IN YOU

	You say Christ lives in your heart. (Ephesians 3:17) Have you ever thought about what that means or how Christ gets into your heart? Before you could be born again, the Father had to draw you to Christ. (John 6:44) He drew you. He led you by talking to you. He might have spoken to you through the Bible, a Christian friend, a quiet word in your spirit, or some combination. God can speak however He wants. You heard Him, and Christ authored faith in you. Faith gave you access to grace, and grace worked through you to confess Jesus is Lord as you yielded your mouth and tongue to His grace. (Romans 10:9-10) That’s a fairly complete description of God’s simple process. When the Father spoke His Word, He spoke Jesus Christ into your heart. That’s how Jesus got into your heart. Of course, you had to yield to Him, or you would not have received Jesus. Praise God that you did. God’s holy Seed landed on good ground. If it hadn’t, you couldn’t say Jesus is your Lord. (1 Corinthians 12:3) From the day Christ was born into your heart, God has been leading you. Every time you yielded the members of your body to His leading by His grace, He has been building Christ in you and decreasing your rebellious fleshly nature.

	YOU IN CHRIST

	You know how Christ is in you, but the Bible says you are in Christ. What does “in Christ” mean, and how can you be in Christ? The Bible says the human body is a unit that has many members, and Christ is also a unit that has many members. It says, “so also is Christ.” (1 Corinthians 12:12) The Bible doesn’t say, “And so also is the body of Christ.” Christ’s body is Christ as much as Christ our Head in Heaven is Christ. Christ, the many-membered body, on the earth is learning to submit to Christ the Head in heaven. Being in Christ in unity is our high calling in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:12) There may be more to the “in Christ” experience, but this is a part of it.

	You take part in what some have called “the anointing of being” as you become the ministry God is creating in you. The ministry is Christ in you. God is forming you completely to the image and likeness of Christ. And He is also preparing a place for you in Christ the body. 

	“In my Father's house are many mansions [abiding places]: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.” ~ John 14:2-3

	The word translated as “mansions” is “mone,” which means “a place where someone lives.” Many poets and song-writers have written about a mansion in Heaven. And many Christians love that image. The thought is romantic and fun. However, a much greater glory than extravagant luxury and wealth is in store for those who overcome the world and their fleshly natures. You are the place where the Holy Spirit lives. And Christ has a place for you to live in His temple, which is His body, the body of Christ.

	God tells us to come together and build up Christ in each other. He uses the word “edify,” which is to build up. (1 Corinthians 14:26) God is also joining us as parts of Christ the body into one unified and functioning body at the same time. (1 Corinthians 1:10) God has called you as a particular member of the body of Christ. You are led by the Spirit and you yield to the Spirit. When the body gathers, the body is building and assembling itself in love. (Ephesians 4:15-16) You are working at the construction site. You and all the other stones have come together into one place. God uses the church service to assemble the stones. That’s why each one gives a psalm or a teaching, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. (1 Corinthians 14:26) Notice that it doesn’t say one has all the songs, teachings, revelations, or any other element. It’s a body ministry. A person may oversee the encouragement of all to minister, but the Holy Spirit leads it, and all minister. We assemble ourselves. We’re not just getting together. We don’t just watch professional ministries. There isn’t a division where some are spectators and others are the ones who minister. No one knows who will have a word, a song, a miracle, or a healing. You aren’t trying to create a polished show. This assembly might not appeal to anyone who wants entertainment, but the Holy Spirit moves. No one has to stir up the crowd with various techniques. We fit ourselves together into Christ the body according to the authority and power of the Holy Spirit. If the Spirit doesn’t move, we seek God in respectful worship until He visits us and directs us.

	“Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” ~ Hebrews 10:25

	This is the in-Christ experience. 

	“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption” ~ 1 Corinthians 1:30

	THE BODY

	As God unfolds His vision to you, you see who you are in Christ and how you fit into His body; He also shows you the precise arrangement and order of Christ the body. 

	“See, sayeth He, that you build all things according to the pattern.” ~ Hebrews 8:5

	Christ’s body is not chaotic but has an exact pattern that He prearranged before time began. When God unveils gifts, ministries, offices, operations, and so much more, we see the glory of the Lord as if beholding in a mirror. The old Adam wants to turn God’s truth into a procedure or dogma, but God has a different intent. He wants our transfiguration. God’s unveilings are not regulations but a unified vision and revelation so the Holy Spirit is free to lead and operate in each member. And this operation in each member is by grace. The grace is through faith. That faith comes from hearing the leading of God. The unveiling is the removal of the fleshly veil from the Person of Jesus Christ in each member.

	UNITY

	In the middle of the Twentieth Century, God moved mightily with a central theme of the coming together of Christ the body. That move of God was one of many moves of God that began in Genesis when God’s Spirit moved on the face of the deep. When Christ ascended into Heaven, He gave gifts to men. Through Scripture, God tells us He will continue to give those gifts until the entire church comes to unity and fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-13) We know the office of apostle and the ministries of prophet, evangelist, pastor, and teacher will be with us until we achieve that unity. The Bible doesn’t tell us these five gifts bring us to unity but just that they’re going to be here to equip the saints so the body of Christ can build itself in love by that which every joint supplies. Here’s another Scripture that does tell us how we will come to unity:

	And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. ~ John 10:16

	That’s the secret to unity, and it’s how the body of Christ will come together. They shall hear Christ’s voice. Many have tried all sorts of ways to have unity, and all have failed because they didn’t respect God’s way of doing it. When we all hear the same voice of the Absolute King of kings, God will bring unity. And unity won’t come without maturity in Christ. Maturity in Christ comes only as we allow ourselves to be led by the Holy Spirit so we only say His words and do His acts. We must listen to His voice.

	We know it isn’t easy to always listen to His voice. It’s not easy to be sure we’re hearing correctly, but our spiritual vision and hearing will clear up as we keep walking. As we walk, Jesus is always interceding for us. And He knows of our every misstep. When we miss the way, He speaks to us about that and gets us back on the path so long as we don’t deny our misstep. (1 John 1:8-10) So we enter boldly into the throne of grace. (Hebrews 10:19-20)

	If we follow anything other than Christ, we’ll end up with a party spirit and disunity. Sometimes, a party spirit can even develop around a certain godly man of God or a true doctrine to cause division in Christ’s body by taking the focus off Christ. If we listen to what the world presents as “the good people,” “the experts,” “the intellectuals,” or “the news source,” we will be deceived. Satan will put something in there to send us in the wrong direction. Be careful who and what you listen to, and make sure they are speaking by the Holy Spirit. Even the old trusted Bible commentaries can bind you up by implanting old wineskins in your mind that will resist what the Holy Spirit would lead you to. Many of these commentaries sprinkle serious errors and compromises in with what is true and good since a Godly writer sincerely believed those deceptions at the time of the writing. Let the Holy Spirit be your commentary and guide. 

	For important lies, Satan uses his complex brainwashing system to give you the same message from multiple sources. He only needs six impressions to insert a stronghold into your mind that you won’t easily detect or escape. When Scripture speaks of “the world,” it’s speaking of a complete system. The world system works hard to squeeze you into its mold. It includes news, entertainment, and education systems. And it includes friends when they aren’t speaking or acting by the Holy Spirit. Not only that, but it might include influences in our families and churches. We could fail to minister according to the pattern of Scripture because we have a perception of what someone in our churches thinks we should be doing. The world system includes everyone who listens to the voices of those world systems, and any person, place, or thing Satan can use to spread His lies. These lies have undercurrents that oppose the Bible. They ridicule the spiritual realm and God. At their root, they press philosophies of Rationalism, Humanism, Intellectualism, Naturalism, Materialism, and Evolutionism. They encourage you to exalt and worship science, medicine, educators, governments, intellectuals, celebrities, or personalities. Christians and entire Christian organizations can yield themselves to the voices of these worldly systems and make themselves part of the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in that person. Consider how easily you could be deceived if almost every Christian you know follows the world system. Everyone you talk to repeats the same propaganda. Those who are of the world think those who listen to the Holy Spirit are crazy, odd, or evil.

	The flesh will follow anything other than Christ. It will follow a doctrine, a person, or an organization, and loyalty will quickly develop around the idol. That party loyalty cuts one part of Christ’s body from the rest of Christ’s body.

	PARTY SPIRIT

	Galatians 5:20 mentions a fruit of the flesh known as “party spirit.” “Party spirit” was translated from the Greek word “hairesis.” The literal meaning of “hairesis” is “a choice or option.” In use, it means choosing to follow a doctrine, sect, organization, or person instead of following Christ. It’s the word from which we get “heresy” and “heretic.” Ironically, some Christians label anyone who doesn’t agree with their particular doctrine or who doesn’t belong to their sect as a heretic. 

	Party spirit isn’t always over false doctrine. Party spirit resists God’s leading because God calls us to higher heights and deeper depths. When people follow a doctrine, organization, or person instead of following Christ, a sense of pride and having secret knowledge comes over them. So, party spirit is a fruit of the flesh but not because of false doctrine. The doctrine may be false or true, but the focus has turned from Christ. Party spirit divides Christ the body by following something other than Christ Himself. To defeat the party spirit, we listen to God’s leading, yield to His Spirit, and discern how Christ is coming and appearing in His body. When we see Christ in the members of His body, we walk in unity.

	This may seem too obvious, but the fruit of the Spirit is OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. And the fruit of the flesh comes from the flesh. The fruit of the Spirit always begins with a Word from the Father. That Word is a correction, leading, or teaching from the Father. The Father speaks through Scripture or any means of divine revelation mentioned in Scripture. Faith comes by hearing, and hearing comes by the rhema (spoken Word) of God. Jesus (the spoken Word of God) authors our faith and then finishes it. Faith gives access to grace. And grace does the works of God and says the words of God through us. Of course, we could frustrate the grace of God we must yield to His free gift of righteousness, which God imparts by grace. In other words, grace saves us from sin to righteousness. And we can only enter grace through faith. Faith comes as the Father speaks to us and we hear Him. First, God’s grace does God’s work through us. Next, we submit the members of our bodies to His righteousness to the point that grace can do this work. In the process, God plants His Holy Seed in our hearts. This fulfills the Parable of the Sower. That holy Seed is the Word (Jesus Christ). The Holy Spirit is forming Christ in us. This work that grace does through us is the fruit of the Spirit. The work of grace didn’t spring from following a doctrine, organization, philosophy, or any other concept. It came from following God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Word God speaks isn’t a concept. It’s solid and real. It’s the Person of Jesus.

	SEE CHRIST IN THE BODY

	God sets every member of Christ’s body in place with some authority. The authority God gives a child is different from the authority God gives a father or mother. Authority comes in the form of leadings, gifts, ministries, and offices. Every ministry operates with authority when God directs it. God operates each office in the church according to His will, and those who hold those offices must listen to God as He directs. The fleshly nature tries to go beyond the authority God gives, and that can quench the ministries of others. The fleshly nature may also show itself in fear that hinders gifts and ministries. When God appoints a member into authority, that member will make errors since he or she still has a fleshly nature and is imperfect. (James 3:2) God may show you a disorder, but He doesn’t show you this to create division. He shows you so you can discern Christ the body from spiritual confusion. (Ephesians 4:16, 1 Corinthians 12:27-13:3) God exposes confusion to deliver the body of Christ from bondage. (Matthew 18:15-17, Matthew 7:3-5)  Rather than fixating on the failure of the flesh, the Holy Spirit leads us to FIX OUR MINDS ON THE CHRIST IN EACH MEMBER. In the Spirit, YOU BECOME WHAT YOU SEE. If you see Christ, you’re transformed into His likeness. If you focus on the flesh, you become fleshly.

	THE FLESH

	When we feel irritated or angry, we can pray for God to give us a revelation of hope in our innermost beings. We want to discern Christ the body and see the ministries of our brothers and sisters. We desire to see the order and pattern of Christ the body. God has placed us into Christ’s body. Oh, to see Christ in our brothers and sisters! We must see reality as it is. Our brothers and sisters ARE the Christ in them. Yes. They still HAVE fleshly natures, but that’s not who they ARE. Christ doesn’t sin or make mistakes. Any such problems are the result of focusing on the fleshly nature.

	“Henceforth, we don’t know anyone after the flesh.” ~ 2 Corinthians 5:16)

	As we gaze into God’s perfect law of liberty that’s like looking into a mirror, we can distinguish Christ the body from everything else. (James 1:23) We concentrate attentively on the revelation God is showing us and realize that what we do to a brother or sister we do to Christ.

	If we fail to focus on Christ (the ministry) in our brother or sister, strife and division will follow. A husband who focuses on his wife’s fleshly nature will open doors for demonic activity in the home. A wife who focuses on the shortcomings of her husband’s fleshly nature also tears down her home with her hands. Children who fail to focus on Christ and the delegated authority God has required the parents to fulfill will be unhappy and rebellious. Parents who don’t realize they are dealing with Christ when they deal with their children will find parenting difficult, and this will become evident when the children get into their teen years. The same is true for members of the local churches. How important to see reality as it is! Yes. Each of us HAS a fleshly nature with all the shortcomings of the flesh. However, each of us IS the ministry within with all the authority and power of Christ. That is your identity. That ministry, Christ in you, is who you are. We need each other in the same way the parts of our physical bodies need each other. Members can fail to see the delegated authority in other members, including their elders or the apostles, so pray for eyes to see. We need to submit to one another because, in so doing, we are submitting to Christ. (Ephesians 5:21)

	WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE

	When you pray for wisdom, God doesn’t give you a bucket of wisdom. Wisdom flows like a river flows. All wisdom and knowledge come from Christ. Wisdom is the flow of revelation from the throne of God. (James 1:5-8) God’s wisdom is the fountain of the glory, or essence, of Jesus (God’s Word) that flows with righteousness and holiness and delivers us from sin’s bondage. First Corinthians 1:30 says Jesus is our wisdom, and wisdom consists of righteousness (God doing His works through us), holiness (Christ formed in us and the fleshly nature removed), and redemption (the freeing of a slave from sin). Real knowledge is knowledge of the truth. What good does it to do memorize the lies or bare claims of intellectuals? Since Christ is the Truth, true knowledge is knowledge of Christ. And it’s more than just knowing about Christ. Instead, knowledge is God sowing the Seed (Jesus) as we surrender to His grace that we access through faith. And that is the faith that comes to us as we hear the Word (Christ) of God. True knowledge is a transformation in what we are. God transforms us from carnal to spiritual.

	UNDERSTANDING

	We know about wisdom and knowledge, but what is understanding? We have these two verses: 

	“Lean not on your own understanding.” (See Proverbs 3:5-6) 

	“Though it cost all you have, get understanding.” (See Proverbs 4:7) 

	Human understanding is like trying to assemble a giant jigsaw puzzle. Many pieces look like they might fit, but then you find they don’t fit exactly. You get more information, and you find out you have one piece in the wrong place. You can force a piece into place, but it ruins the picture. It’s not just the problem of getting all the pieces in the right place. You can’t get all the pieces, so you never know whether a piece that comes along in the future will conflict with what you think you’ve figured out. If you discover something that conflicts with what you thought you understood, it forces you to reconstruct your paradigm to fit the new information. And yet, there’s more. We have two different puzzles. One puzzle is our own understanding and the other comes from God. 

	“We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true.” ~ 1 John 5:20

	“We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives.” ~ Colossians 1:9 

	It doesn’t end there. We might think we have two different puzzles, but one isn’t a puzzle to be assembled by our deceitful ruminating minds. What we thought was a spiritual puzzle isn’t a puzzle at all. We were trying to figure out what we imagined to be a riddle, but it turns out it isn’t a riddle. It’s the essence and glory of Christ in us. The understanding that comes from God is the Person of Jesus Christ. It’s Christ in you and you in Christ. It encompasses the entire body of Christ including you. A puzzle doesn’t do any work, but Christ the body is the operative and living Kingdom of God. It’s Christ coming (Parousia) in the flesh and unveiled on the earth. (2 John 1:7, James 5:8)

	If I try to put the wisdom and truth of God into a container, I’ll find that container to be broken. (Jeremiah 2:13) I can’t find a container that will hold the flowing stream of Christ that comes from the throne of God. All my effort in trying to put the pieces together in my mind just causes a false illusion of understanding. True understanding is the Christ in us that has been built up through God’s by-grace-through-faith process. Christ in us never disconnects from the Father. The stream of life is constantly flowing and immersing Christ in us with true life from heaven.

	GOD’S PATTERN

	God is constructing a temple. He’s building it through us. He directs us to build according to the blueprint He laid out in the Bible. This blueprint isn’t a set of rules. It’s the person of Christ. And the temple isn’t without a foundation. The pattern consists of gifts, ministries, operations, offices, and orders. God imparts the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit by appointing a group of elders to lay hands on those He indicates and prophesying over them. The gifts grow into ministries as members of Christ’s body yield themselves to the indwelling Christ. Christ is the ministry in each one. The Father operates the gifts and ministries according to His love and wisdom. 

	The offices are elder and deacon and manifest in three levels of scope. The father and husband is the elder of the home, and the mother and wife is the deacon. That’s the first level of scope. Elders oversee and pastor local churches. Local deacons are spiritual ministries who work under the elders’ direction. No singular, chief, or salaried local elder is mentioned in Scripture, and it appears practices like that came with the decline of the church during early church history. That’s the second level of scope. The apostles are either elders or deacons. Scripture doesn’t mention any independent or chief apostle. Jesus didn’t make Simon the chief apostle when He said to him, “You are a little pebble, and I will build my church on this mighty boulder. The boulder is Jesus Christ, and He is the only chief apostle. As an example of the submission of one apostle to the others, Paul was an elder who traveled, but He went to the other apostles to make sure He wasn’t running in vain even though Jesus Christ personally taught him. He wasn’t a local elder but his scope was to the entire church. The Bible tells us that the foundation consists of apostles and prophets with Jesus Christ being the chief cornerstone. (Ephesians 2:20) That’s the third level of scope, and it extends to the whole church. The orders are plain in Scripture, and much has been added to them or removed from them by the clever craftiness of human minds. God defines orders for meetings, being born again, water baptism, communion, foot washing, baptism of the Holy Spirit, tithing, families, and every other part of the church.

	We can’t just build any way we feel like it on this foundation. We must listen to the direction of the Holy Spirit and build according to that leading. God will use fire to try every work because the church is the manifestation of Christ on earth.

	“Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.” ~ 1 Corinthians 3:13

	We can’t answer God’s calling in an effort of self-sufficiency that’s detached from Christ the body. Christ the body isn’t a hodgepodge of competitive churches. God fits us into Christ the body. He designed the body, so we can expect three things. The body will move in God’s order, which God recorded in Scripture. It will move in unity. This body will do the will of the Father. As we assemble ourselves together as a body, we must identify Christ as He unveils Himself in His body. There won’t be any independent ministries in this body. No one will claim to be a chief or a predominant member. The only chief apostle, elder, ministry, or pastor will be Jesus Christ in heaven. The offices and ministries defined in Scripture will be operating.

	If we’re led by the Holy Spirit, then we obey the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will lead us to obey those within the body to whom God has delegated authority. We will know those whom God sent and gave authority, and the Holy Spirit is installing us in our exclusive, preordained positions in this body. God determines the gift, ministry, and office, and nothing can alter God’s design. What happens when the Lord fully comes in His body? We will “all come in the unity of the faith and knowledge of the Son of God to One Perfect Man to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-13) The Bible calls this the manifestation of the sons of God. It’s the “coming” (Greek: parousia) of Christ. That’s when the Holy Spirit has transfigured us all into the image and likeness of Christ. And we will operate in total surrender to Christ, our Head. The entire body will follow God’s pattern as it is defined in Scripture. Come, Lord Jesus.



	



	Appendix A: Scripture

	Romans 8:28-29 “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (back)

	Ephesians 4:13 “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.” (back)

	John 5:39 “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” (back)

	2 Corinthians 3:14-16 “But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” (back)

	Matthew 4:4 “But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” (back)

	John 1:1-14 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.  He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”  (back)

	Psalm 33:6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth. (back)

	Genesis 1 “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day. And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good. And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the third day. And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so. And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also. And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. And the evening and the morning were the fifth day. And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good. And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so. And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.”  (back)

	Exodus 20:11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. (back)

	Colossians 1:15-17 “Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.” (back)

	Romans 10:17 “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (back)

	Hebrews 11:1 "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." (back)

	James 1:6-8 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. (back)

	Proverbs 9:10  “The fear [deep respect] of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.” (back)

	Psalm 100:4 “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.” (back)

	Psalm 22:3 “But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.” (back)

	Romans 1:18-22 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.” (back)

	Romans 1:28 “And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient.” Note: the reprobate mind is their own human mind. (back)

	Proverbs 3:6 “In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” (back)

	Proverbs 3:5 “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.” (back)

	Colossians 2:3 “In whom [Christ] are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” (back)

	James 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” (back)

	John 6:63 “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” (back)

	James 4:6 “But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.” (back)

	2 Corinthians 3:15 “But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ.” (back)

	Proverbs 11:14 Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety. (back)

	James 1:23-25 “For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.” (back)

	2 Corinthians 5:16 ‘Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.” (back)

	1 Corinthians 11:29 “For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.” (back)

	Romans 8:14 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.” (back)

	Philippians 2:13  “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” (back)

	James 2:17 “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.” (back)

	1 John 3:7 “Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.” (back)

	Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:” (back)

	Romans 5:2 “By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” (back)

	1 Corinthians 15:10 “But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” (back)

	Hebrews 6:1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God. (back)

	1 John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” (back)

	Hebrews 3:7-4:8 “Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.) Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end; While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses. But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the wilderness? And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not? So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. For he spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works. And in this place again, If they shall enter into my rest. Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief: Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day.” (back)

	Hebrews 3:15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. (back)

	Hebrews 12:2 “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (back)

	Romans 6:13 “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” (back)

	Romans 5:17” For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.” (back)

	Romans 6:19 “I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.”  (back)

	2 Corinthians 3:18 “But we all, with open [unveiled] face beholding as in a glass [mirror] the glory of the Lord, are changed [transfigured] into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” (back)

	Romans 14:23 “And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” (back)

	Proverbs 4:18 “But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” (back)

	Hebrews 5:14 “But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” (back)

	1 Corinthians 13:9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. (back)

	1 John 3:9 ‘Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.” (back)

	Romans 8:8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. (back)

	Romans 13:14 “But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.” (back)

	Galatians 5:17 “For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. (back)

	2 Peter 2:12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;”  (back)

	Jude 1:10 “But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.” (back)

	Matthew 7:23 “And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” (back)

	1 Peter 1:23 “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word [logos] of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” (back)

	Matthew 13:3-9 & 18-23 “And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up: Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” (back)

	Romans 8:19 “For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.” (back)

	Ephesians 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. (back)

	Ephesians 2:2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: (back)

	1 John 4:4  Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. (back)

	Matthew 12:29  Or else how can one enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house. (back)

	Hebrews 2:14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, (back)

	Ephesians 1:19-21 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: (back)

	Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. (back)

	Colossians 1:13  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: (back)

	Colossians 2:15 And having spoiled [stripped and disarmed] principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. (back)

	2 Thessalonians 1:11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: (back)

	18-23 “Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the way side. But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” (back)

	James 3:2-12 “For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their whole body. Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth. Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.” (back)

	Matthew 15:11 “Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.” (back)

	Proverbs 18:21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof. (back)

	Matthew 12:36 “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.” (back)

	1 Corinthians 14:16 “Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest?”  (back)

	Ephesians 3:17 “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,”  (back)

	John 6:44 “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.” (back)

	Romans 10:9-10 “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.”  (back)

	1 Corinthians 12:3 “Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” (back)

	1 Corinthians 12:12 “For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.”  (back)

	Philippians 3:12 “Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” (back)

	John 14:2-3 “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”  (back)

	1 Corinthians 14:26 “How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.” (back)

	1 Corinthians 1:10 “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” (back)

	Ephesians 4:15-16 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. (back)

	1 Corinthians 14:26 “How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.”  (back)

	Hebrews 10:25 “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” (back)

	1 Corinthians 1:30 “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:” (back)

	Hebrews 8:5 “Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.”  (back)

	Ephesians 4:11-13 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. (back)

	John 10:16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. (back)

	1 John 1:8-10 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. (back)

	Hebrews 10:19-20 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; (back)

	James 3:2 “For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.” (back)

	1 Corinthians 1:29 “That no flesh should glory in his presence.” (back)

	Ephesians 4:16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. (back)

	1 Corinthians 12:27-13:3 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. (back)

	Matthew 18:15-17 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. (back)

	Matthew 7:3-5 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. (back)

	1 Peter 4:11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (back)

	John 15:1-2 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. (back)

	2 Corinthians 5:16 “Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.”  (back)

	James 1:23 “Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.” (back)

	Ephesians 5:21 “Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.” (back)

	James 1:5-8 “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” (back)

	1 Corinthians 1:30 “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:” (back)

	Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” (back)

	Proverbs 4:7 “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.” (back)

	2 John 1:7 “For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.”  (back)

	James 5:8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming [Parousia means abiding presence] of the Lord draweth nigh. (back)

	Jeremiah 2:13 For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. (back)

	1 John 5:20 “And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.” (back)

	Colossians 1:9 “For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;” (back)

	Ephesians 2:20 “And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;” (back)

	1 Corinthians 3:13 “Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.”  (back)

	Ephesians 4:11-13 “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:” (back)

	 


Appendix B: Grace

	UNDERSTANDING GRACE

	(back)

	Grace through Faith (Faith Comes by Hearing God Speak)

	Romans 5:2 “By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”

	Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:”

	James 4:6 “But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.”

	Grace comes to those who are humble enough that they know they must stand in the presence of God and receive His leading, teaching, and correcting word so faith will come. Faith, in turn, will give access to God’s grace to those who are humble. 

	1 Peter 1:13 “Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”

	Grace comes by revelation but not directly. God speaks. That’s revelation. We hear. Faith comes by hearing. Faith gives us access to God’s grace.

	1 Corinthians 1:4 “I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ;”

	Jesus authors our faith, and grace is through faith. Grace says the words and does the work. Jesus is keeping everything on track all the way through.

	John 1:17 “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”

	Works through Grace (Saved by Grace from Sin to Righteousness)

	Acts 14:26  “And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been recommended to the grace of God for the work which they fulfilled.”

	Romans 5:17  “For if by one man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)”

	Romans 5:21  “That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.”

	Romans 6:14  “For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.”

	1 Corinthians 15:10  “But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”

	2 Corinthians 1:12  “And this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in relation to you, in the holiness and sincerity that are from God—not in worldly wisdom, but in the grace of God.”

	2 Corinthians 9:8  “And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:”

	2 Timothy 2:1 “Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”

	Hebrews 12:28 “Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:”

	Grace Gifts and Ministries

	Acts 14:3  “Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands.”

	1 Peter 4:10  “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

	Romans 12:6 “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;”

	Ephesians 3:7 “Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.”

	Acts 14:3 “Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands.”

	Gifts and ministries are examples of grace working through those who follow Christ. 

	Works by Grace versus Works of the Law

	Romans 4:4 “Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.”

	Romans 11:6 “And if by grace, then is it no more of works (the thing being done): otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.”

	2 Corinthians 6:1 “We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.”

	Galatians 2:21 “I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.”

	Galatians 5:4 “Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.”

	The difference is between the works by human effort to obey a set of rules versus works that God does through you by the power of His grace. And that grace comes by faith. And that faith comes when God leads us.

	If We Don’t Receive this Grace

	Hebrews 10:29  “Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?”

	Hebrews 12:15  “Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;”

	Justified through Grace

	Titus 3:7 “That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”

	Justification is an important work of grace even though Scripture gives us just one verse that confirms this. Many verses speak of justification, but this one lets us know justification is by grace. He forgives us and treats us just as if we were righteous even though we have sinned. He does this because He intends to deliver us from sin completely. Even this justification is by grace, and that grace is through faith, and faith comes by hearing, and hearing comes by God speaking.

	Grace for Grace and Believing through Grace

	John 1:16 “And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.”

	Acts 18:27 “And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace:”

	Ephesians 4:29  “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.”

	Philippians 1:7 “Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace.”

	Titus 2:11 “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,”

	God’s grace is active in every part of God’s process. When you read Scripture, you receive the words God wrote through men of God in the past. Those men heard God’s voice and received God’s faith. That faith gave them access to God’s grace so God’s grace could write God’s words through them. When you hear any person speaking by the Holy Spirit, you hear God’s voice coming through them. They have yielded themselves to God’s grace, so you are receiving God’s grace through them.

	Transfiguration through Grace

	Acts 20:32 “And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.”

	When the text says “build you up” it means finish a building that already has a foundation

	Hebrews 13:9 “Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein.”

	1 Peter 5:10 “But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.”

	God’s plan is for your transfiguration. Even now, Christ in you is your identity. Be sure to always identify with Christ. Reject the old Adam. The fleshly nature is not you. From now on we don’t know any person after the flesh but after the Spirit. Every person has and is a ministry. The ministry in every person is Christ in that person, and He is the hope of glory. See reality. See the Christ, not the flesh. As we all behold the glory of the Lord as if in a mirror with the fleshly veil taken from our faces are transfigured into the same image from glory to glory by the Spirit of the Lord.

	 


Appendix C: Reason

	(back)

	LOGIC

	God created the human mind in such a way that it needs His continuously flowing presence and divine revelation to function correctly. The human mind has no sense of direction without a firm and uninterrupted connection to the Holy Spirit. Logic without divine revelation from Jesus Christ will always be irrational. No one can reason rationally without divine revelation from Jesus Christ. In a world that has embraced godless philosophies, it may seem weird to begin a description of logic by saying logical or rational thinking is impossible without divine revelation. However, that is the most basic truth you need to know about logic, and here is the second truth you must remember. Do not add to His words or diminish any of them. You will become irrational if you embellish or diminish His words. His words are the truth. Adding anything to that revelation will distort what was sane. And the mixture of revelation with human-generated explanations is often more deceptive and destructive than human ideas without divine revelation. You can’t get truth in any other place than in the person of Jesus Christ. Even the skeptics who don’t want God to exist know the human mind can’t reason to truth. That’s why they claim (without truth) that truth doesn’t exist. They say all things are relative and there are no absolutes.

	Logic must start somewhere. That somewhere will either be truth or fiction. Logic that doesn’t start with truth is called unsound, and it’s said to have a problem in the premise. The premise is the starting point of logic. On the way from the starting point to the conclusion, a thinker may sneakily add something that wasn’t in the starting point. That added information is called “fallacy.” Generally, the fallen human mind inserts these sneaky additions into our thinking without our conscious minds being aware of it. That’s why it’s so sneaky. Where does a thinker get this added information? Is the new information truth or fiction? And there are hundreds of sneaky ways to add information to the starting point. Those are called fallacies. Some fallacies are fallacies of form. People call them “formal fallacies.” People call all the other fallacies “informal fallacies.”

	Reason comes in many forms. And logic is a defined form of reasoning. Sometimes, Christians have implied that God doesn’t approve of reason. That would be to say that God is irrational or insane. God doesn’t approve of irrational reasoning. Irrational, or unsound, reasoning is reasoning that doesn’t stick to truth.  Unsound reasoning is reasoning that contains claims God has not revealed.

	Sound Logic is simple. Rational thought is simple. Liars make it seem complicated, but it’s not complicated. It may seem hard to understand, but it’s not hard. 

	Logic and reason are closely related. “Reason” is a more general term. “Logic” is a specific term since logic has certain defined rules. Most ways of reasoning and logic can’t lead to truth. For instance, inductive logic, which is the basis of secular science, cannot lead to truth. That’s why secular science goes quickly into foolishness whenever it wanders off into failed attempts to go beyond identifying what seems to work in the present. Tomorrow, scientists may abandon what seems to work today. Scientists may stop believing what they now believe if the next scientific discovery disproves it. However, scientists have certain sacred cows. They won’t give those up. When scientists or anyone else tries to use inductive logic for any other purpose than to find out what works in the present, their thinking goes crazy. For instance, scientists sometimes try to use inductive logic to guess what is outside the domain of secular science. Here’s what’s ironic about these subjects of fake “science” that result from scientists trying to go outside the limits of secular science. Every area of science is subject to change except for certain subjects where scientists can’t directly observe or repeat experiments to see what works. For instance, no one can observe molecules coming alive and turning into people over millions of years. Dogmatism isn’t allowed in science except in these subjects. These subjects of fake “science” aren’t science. They are authoritarian religions. 

	Examples:

	
		the age of the earth

		events of the distant past

		what will happen in the future

		the nature of the spiritual realm

		the nature of the human soul. 

		the interpretation of the Bible



	The other untouchable subjects of science serve philosophical, financial, or political agendas. Those subjects include naturalism, rationalism, materialism, uniformitarianism, and evolutionism. While the scientific establishment will allow minor aspects of the sacred-cow dogmas in these areas to change, they will not allow the dogmas themselves to be questioned. Any scientist who questions the dogmas will suffer. They will be ridiculed, defunded, or fired. Foolishness! And the governments of the world fund this. 

	Inductive logic points to inferences rather than proving conclusions. Deductive logic proves conclusions if the logic is sound. Every product of inductive logic is tentative. That means all science is tentative since science uses inductive reasoning. There is no settled science, and people who say some science is settled are people who either don’t understand what science is or who have an agenda that causes them to think irrationally. 

	You’ve probably heard some of the terms used in logic, but most people don’t have a firm grasp as to what these terms mean.

	Definitions for Deductive Logic

	
		Argument: A statement or series of statements that prove the conclusion.

		Premise: A true statement used as the basis for a conclusion.

		Valid form: A form of argument that rationally proves the conclusion from true premises.

		Sound Logic: Logic that has true premises and valid form.

		Non-Sequitur: A premise or form of logic that doesn’t prove the conclusion.

		Form: The way the words are structured.



	The Problem of the True Premise

	Why can’t secular thinking ever know that a premise is true? Why does secularism always end up in a series of bare claims? Why do they usually shroud their bare claims in smokescreen fallacies? The human mind can’t reason to truth. If you want truth, you have to know a Person Who knows all things, Who can’t lie, and Who is willing to share some truth with you. Only God can do this, and you can know God through Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is God and He is the Truth. He is the Word, the utterance of God. The Father and the Son, Jesus, speak to you through the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ. And Jesus is the Light. He lights every person. (John 1) That means every person receives revelation. Romans 1 tells us that God reveals Himself to every person. Some people refuse to acknowledge Him, thank Him for that revelation (and everything else that’s keeping them alive), or give Him the glory. They end up in confusion. They can’t tell the difference between what their own minds make up, what a demon tells them, and what God reveals to them. Many Christians stumble in this darkness. As a result, they do all sorts of foolish, evil, destructive things. You are seeing this work out in society right now. Why is the world so crazy? Take away the truth, and sanity goes away with it. Information is what informs you. Information can be true or false. Some information is a mixture, but each part of the mixture will be either true or false if you break it down into its smallest parts. You need the Truth. You need Jesus.

	Three Sources for Information (true or false)

	
		Divine revelation through the Spirit of God (truth)

		Made-up stuff from the human mind (deceptions)

		Deception from demonic entities (deceptions)



	All truth comes from Jesus Christ. All knowledge and wisdom are hidden in Him. Christ in you is what understanding is. And yet, not everyone wants to know Jesus Christ, and Jesus tells us that they don’t want Him because they don’t want His righteousness. Many Christians would rather follow a set of strict laws than allow the Holy Spirit to direct every aspect of their lives. Just the same, Jesus is their only Source of Light. As they persist in denying Jesus, their ability to know the difference between Light and darkness, right and wrong, or reality and make-believe gradually decreases until they walk into complete darkness. Those who follow Christ go from one level of Light to a greater level of Light. Those who refuse to follow Christ go from one level of darkness to a greater level of darkness. 

	Agrippa’s Trilemma

	About 2,000 years ago, Agrippa the skeptic realized that the human mind can’t reason to truth. He taught this as the basis for his skepticism, but he came to the wrong conclusion because he didn’t know Christ. He decided no one could know anything—that everything is relative. They call this philosophy “Agrippa’s Trilemma.” A trilemma forces you to choose between three bad options. Baron Münchhausen followed the same path in the 1700s, so it’s also called “The Münchausen Trilemma.” In 1968, Hans Albert wrote about this problem, so you’ll hear about “Albert’s Trilemma.” Here are the three bad options for thinking:

	
		bare claim (axiom)

		circular reasoning

		infinite regression of unproved proofs. 
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	I call it “the ungodly thinking fallacy” because it only affects godless thinking, and it’s not really a trilemma. It’s a dilemma (two bad options) that only affects thinking without divine revelation. The two choices are made-up stuff (either from the human mind or from demons) and/or smokescreen fallacies. Circular reasoning is just a smokescreen to hide the fact that a godless thinker is making up stuff or stating someone else’s made-up stuff. Unproved proofs are also smokescreens. It’s very common for people to make a statement as supposed “proof” for a conclusion, but they can’t prove their “proof” is true. They may be able to give “proof” for the “proof,” but they don’t have “proof” for the “proof” of the “proof.” It doesn’t matter how many levels of unproved “proofs” they present. Even if they go to infinity, they haven’t proved anything. Circular reasoning and infinite regression are two smokescreen fallacies, but godless thinkers use hundreds of smokescreen fallacies every day. Too many to list!
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	Godless Teaching and Relativism

	The godless school systems have realized they can’t reason to true premises, so they have abandoned them. They teach the students that premises can be assumptions, and they even substitute the word “assumption” for the word “premise.” They do this to assert a false claim, and they are claiming that no one can know the truth. As you already suspected, they use faulty logic to support that claim. You may know this false claim as relativism. It’s the claim that everything is relative. They say, “There are no absolutes.” All of that is self-refuting nonsense. Here’s why it’s self-refuting. If everything is relative, then the claim that everything relative is also relative. It can’t be known. If someone claims no absolutes exist, then they’re saying their claim isn’t true. Truth is necessary for rational thought. God isn’t opposed to reason. God is opposed to irrational reasoning. God is opposed to reasoning without truth. God is opposed to lies. 

	The World in Our Hearts

	Each of us has a fake inner reality. The culture, demonic entities, and our fallen minds build our fake realities. The media and education systems work hard to manipulate our fake realities. These fake realities aren’t real. They’re fake. They seem real to us. Your’s won’t seem real to me, but mine will seem real to me. These fake realities are “your own understanding” that Proverbs 3:5 tells us not to lean on. My natural mind will even work to convert divine revelation into a set of memorized principles it can insert into my inner worldview. These fake realities go my many names:

	
		Worldviews

		Paradigms

		Filters

		concepts of reality



	Fake realities represent the “wisdom” of the flesh and of the current age rather than the true wisdom that’s alive and flowing continuously from God. Fake realities are extremely deceptive, and they work with confirmation bias and circular reasoning. Our worldviews are strongholds in our minds. We have a hard time recognizing them and overcoming them. For instance, every Christian has some sort of Christian worldview. We could call it our theology, doctrine, presupposition, or hermeneutic. When we read Scripture, we interpret Scripture through our preconceived ideas just as the people mentioned in 1 Corinthians 3:15 did. When Scripture was read, the fleshly veil covered their faces. However, the sixteenth verse tells us the veil is taken away when we look to the Lord. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Truth. He overrides our worldviews with Truth. Without Jesus revealing the explanation, we can’t understand Scripture or anything else.
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	A worldview is a preconceived idea. It’s a fake reality that distorts our perception. The worldview is complete with all the natural senses and emotions. It acts as a filter. When we observe something that conflicts with our worldviews, we filter that observation out. And the human mind is very clever in its ability to filter. For instance, secular scientists refuse to test dinosaur fossils using carbon 14 testing to see how old those fossils are. That’s one way they filter that data out. If someone does run a test and shows that radioactive carbon exists in things that secular scientists imagine to be billions of years old, secular scientists have many ways to deny reality. In the same way, when a Christian reads a passage of Scripture that conflicts with his or her theology, the Christian has many ways to deny that reality. Here’s the kicker. After we deny reality by applying our filters, our worldviews, we use that denial to confirm our worldviews. Such circular reasoning and confirmation bias should be obvious, but it’s not because of the extreme weakness of the human mind. Only the Holy Spirit can tear down the strongholds in our minds, and He uses the spiritual weapons of our warfare to do so. He only does this as we listen to His voice and yield to His Spirit to the point that He can think His thoughts, speak His words, and do His acts through us.
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	Axioms are formalized preconceptions. They are statements without proof, bare claims. And yet, they are accepted as facts and strongly supported by emotions and worldviews. Many people, perhaps a majority, think axioms are truths. And yet, we have axioms that are in conflict. For instance, some people say the three axioms of science are “naturalism,” “materialism,” and “uniformitarianism.” Naturalism says the spiritual realm does not affect the natural realm. God does nothing. Spirits do nothing. Angels do nothing. Materialism says there is no spiritual realm, God, spirits, angels, soul, or human spirit. Uniformitarianism says the Creation and Genesis Flood events never happened. Those who control the money force scientists to bow to these three axioms. They go along even if they don’t believe the lies. As with all axioms, these three consist of made-up stuff.

	Smokescreen fallacies cover up the fact that people are just making up stuff and calling the made-up stuff true. There’s no sense in trying to list them here since whatever doesn’t come from God is a fallacy. We’re learning to discern God’s voice from all others. And as He forms us into the image and likeness of Christ, we will find it easier to spot deceptive smokescreen fallacies. We’ll also find our inner paradigms, our false realities, crumbling and being destroyed by the Light of Christ. 

	 


Appendix D: The Coming

	(back)

	Parousia Literal Meaning: “the being beside” or “alongside property.” It means “personal presence.”

	In the Bible, this word speaks of Christ’s coming, but not just Christ’s. You can find it used commonly in Greek literature of the day. “Parousia” can refer to a person coming from one place to another, which makes sense with its literal meaning of “presence.”

	Unfortunately, theologians have given “parousia” a meaning to fit into the context of popular theology. By changing the meaning of “parousia,” they make Scripture hard to understand. Just because theologians have developed a certain theology doesn't give them license to change Scripture. Changing the meanings of words changes Scripture. Look at the circular reasoning. Speculative theologies modify the meanings of words so those words can better fit those theologies. As an example of how the error is rationalized, here is what the International Standard Bible Encyclopedia says.

	International Standard Bible Encyclopedia:

	“Parousia” (parousia), a word fairly common in Greek, with the meaning “presence” (2 Corinthians 10:10; Philippians 2:12). More especially it may mean “presence after absence,” "arrival" (but not “return,” unless this is given by the context), as in  1 Corinthians 16:17; 2 Corinthians 7:6,7; Philippians 1:26. 

	This Encyclopedia names some Scripture references as examples where it claims “parousia” should mean “return” by the context. A translation of “return” doesn’t work better with the context in those verses. You might think Philippians 1:26 has the context of returning because it has the words “by my coming to you again.” However, even that Scripture doesn’t give the meaning of “parousia” as returning by the context. In that verse, the words “to you again” carry the idea of returning and not the word “coming.” You quickly realize the context is the context of modern theology rather than the context of the language. The Encyclopedia explains that modern theology uses this word “parousia” to mean the “Second Coming.” It’s a theological concept. Theology, not Scripture, is making the change to the definition. This is not to say that Christ won’t return. Christ will return, but the incorrect theological interpretation of “parousia” causes many misunderstandings. Christians lose their sense of purpose as a result of this concept. It causes lukewarm Christianity, a party spirit, division, and a walk without direction.

	To change the literal meaning of a word based on this type of thinking amounts to twisting Scripture. This encyclopedia then goes on to list a number of passages that use the word "parousia," claiming those passages refer to Christ's return. However, if the words of Scripture mean what they say, then those passages do not refer to Christ's return but rather refer to His abiding presence. Some of those verses tell us about our ongoing experience with Christ. Others tells us about the grand finale of His presence when the Spirit has finished transfiguring us into the likeness of Christ. Scripture means what it says. The theologians have pushed both Christ’s coming and the manifestation of the sons of God into the bodily return of Christ to the earth. The manifestation is the apocalypse or removal of the fleshly veil mentioned in Romans 8.

	Strong’s Concordance: 

	a presence, a coming.

	HELPS Word-studies:

	Parousia is “used in the east as a technical expression for the royal visit of a king, or emperor. The word means literally ‘the being beside,’ thus, ‘the personal presence’”

	The important thing is that we know we must grow into the manifestation of the sons of God. That is, the Holy Spirit is forming Christ in us as our fleshly nature is dying away. Here’s the problem. Many believers think we are waiting for Christ to return rather than growing into mature sons of God. They look at their sole responsibility as being born again and then getting other people born again. Believing and partaking of the born again experience is important. And yet, most of the New Testament focuses on growing in Christ.

	It helps if we can see the difference between Christ’s return and Christ’s abiding presence with us. “Parousia” is translated as “coming.” It more correctly means “abiding presence.” Most of Christianity has incorrectly interpreted the word “parousia.” And the enemy has used that misunderstanding to blur the difference between Christ’s return and presence. Some theologians still teach that “parousia” means “the returning of Christ” even though this can’t be true if language has meaning. If you use an Internet search engine to get a definition of the word “parousia,” you will see what I mean. One authority after another will say “parousia” means Christ’s return or the time when the church leaves the earth.  That’s why many Christians incorrectly interpret “parousia” to mean “the return of Christ to rule and reign.” They rationalize that confusion, and it could potentially bind you and keep you from fulfilling your purpose in Christ.

	If you change every instance where Scripture says “abiding presence” to read “return of Christ,” you drastically change the intent of Scripture. By doing this, you might be deceived into believing you don’t need to grow to the fullness of Christ. In fact, many preachers teach that the Christ’s return will take care of it without any work of the Holy Spirit. However, if you interpret the word “coming” as “presence,” you restore Scripture to what it says. Growing in Christ is the major theme of the New Testament. And the means for this growth into Christ’s fullness becomes clear when you interpret “coming” according to its literal meaning in Scripture.

	The misconception of just waiting for Christ's soon return causes problems. If Christ will return at any moment, you have no need to have Christ fully formed in you. If we’re just waiting for the return of Christ, you don’t need to overcome the world, our sinful flesh, or the devil. If there’s no need to overcome, then we aren’t going anywhere as we walk in the Spirit. We’re just marching in place. If there’s no need to overcome, then why be concerned about God’s order or the gifts, ministries, and offices revealed through Scripture? This explains the attitudes of many believers. Church becomes a social club. You look for the club with the best programs and entertainment and the least restriction to earthly pleasure. Just don’t push it so far that you get “left behind” at “the rapture.” That misconception misses the whole point of the Church. 

	We may not know exactly when Christ will return, and we don’t have to. What’s important is that we know His abiding presence right now. That’s “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Don’t allow theology to keep you from becoming what God wants you to become, a manifested son of God. God is calling us to higher heights and deeper depths. Continue to press toward the mark of your high calling in Christ Jesus. Allow the Holy Spirit to continue to lead you and establish your ministry in its place in Christ’s Body. Be led by the Holy Spirit. Be empowered by the Holy Spirit. Walk in submission to the Holy Spirit. Realize your authority given by His leading and power given by the grace that springs from His faith. Allow Him to fulfill every part of your gifts and ministry through you. Don’t hold back. Don’t let Satan hold you back. Minister in the local meetings. Minister in your community. Minister in everything you do in every part of your life. This is new ground on our progressive walk. God is moving us on. He is leading the way. It’s a way we have never walked before. What limits has God put on us? None. “According as his divine power He hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3)

	Christ now abides in His saints and is being formed fully in His saints. Christ will also return as He ascended into heaven. When Christ returns, He won’t return for a divided and confused church that’s full of sin. He will return for a spotless bride. “That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.” (Ephesians 5:27) The church must be restored to a spotless condition before Christ returns. To see how the Church comes into this spotless condition, let’s look at a Scripture just before this one in Ephesians.

	“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ:” (Ephesians 11-13)

	This Scripture is telling us about sonship. It’s telling us about the church without spot or wrinkle, the church standing in such unity that it is one perfect (complete) man. The measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ is Christ the body joined to Christ the Head with each member in total submission to Christ. Christ the body follows the Scriptural pattern exactly by the power and anointing of the Holy Spirit. No one speaks his or her own words. No one does his or her own actions. God leads each one and does His righteousness through each one. The apostolic office (traveling elders and deacons, having ministry gifts of prophet, evangelist, pastor, or teacher) must remain until the church comes to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

	How does the church come to this state? We must be led by the Holy Spirit. Being led implies obedience. It implies submission. It implies submission to God’s delegated authority through His body. The flesh hates submission and obedience. However, the rebellious fleshly nature must decrease as Christ is fully formed within. That’s what spiritual maturity is. 

	One of the ways the Holy Spirit leads us is by speaking through apostles. The apostles must equip the saints. Another way the Holy Spirit leads us is by speaking through all the saints. The saints must minister but not in wild disorder. God reveals the order and doctrine to the apostles. 

	As a side note, many claim to be apostles. Whether they are apostles or not will become obvious at the appointed time. They may cooperate with others who call themselves apostles, but they are not in submission to those apostles. They don’t agree on doctrine. I know of only one place where God has established apostolic order with authority where apostles walk in submission to each other. Those apostles do all they can to follow the leading of the Holy Spirit to establish one apostle’s doctrine. We don’t see the denominations dissolving and coming under the authority of those whom God has set at this point, but keep your eyes open for what God is going to do. I’m confident that God knows all about this and has a plan to resolve it to finish what He started.

	We need the apostles to set the orders and doctrines and to provide unity in that way. We need them to direct the saints to each know Jesus Christ personally to receive daily direction and power for righteousness in every aspect of each life. We need the apostles to direct the saints to fulfill Ephesians 4:14-16: “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.” In the worldly church systems, I don’t see this. I see a production from the front stage of the assembly where people are taught, entertained, and intellectually stimulated. The church must develop itself “by that which every joint supplieth according to the effectual working in the measure of every part. The church services should look like 1 Corinthians 14 tells us.

	How is it that every joint supplying can lead to building up the church? Each member of the church is a ministry. The ministry is Christ in the member. When you, as a member, speak or act, you are to be in submission to the Holy Spirit. You are to yield your mouth and entire body to the Holy Spirit so God can do His righteousness through you. When you speak, you are to speak as the oracle, the mouthpiece, of God. God is speaking with the same authority with which He created the heavens and the earth. This is the word He is speaking through you. That word has the same power that created everything that exists in the beginning. This is the word by which faith comes. Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God. This is the Seed of the Sower, and some of that Seed will land on good ground. (Mark 4:1-20) Consider the power and authority of the ministry of the Holy Spirit through Christ the body. Jesus said, "other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd." (John 10:16)

	The bride of Christ must be complete and holy. And the Bible tells us that every enemy must be put under Christ’s feet before He can return:

	“but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet.” (Hebrews 10:12-13)

	If you would like a more complete context, read Luke 20:42-43, Psalm 110:1, Ephesians 1:22, Hebrews 2:8, Matthew 22:44, Mark 12:36, Acts 3:21.

	Christ cannot return until the last enemy, death, is destroyed. “The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” (1 Corinthians 15:26)

	Christ’s bride must be without spot or wrinkle and death must be defeated before Christ can return.

	Now, let’s look at when this might take place. Here is a verse from Isaiah that appears to be talking about the thousand-year Kingdom Age.

	No longer shall there be in it an infant who lives only a few days, Or an old man who does not finish his days; For the youth who dies at the age of a hundred, And the one who does not reach the age of a hundred Will be thought of as accursed. (Isaiah 65:20)

	This verse indicates that death will still be here during the thousand-year Kingdom Age.

	When brought alongside verses that say Jesus must stay in heaven until the last enemy, death, is defeated, Isaiah 65:20 conflicts with the most popular theologies that teach "the imminent return of Christ." It puts Christ's return after the thousand-year Kingdom. That messes up many speculative theologies.

	Another viewpoint exists on the words “For the youth who dies at the age of a hundred, And the one who does not reach the age of a hundred Will be thought of as accursed.” Some theologians say these words do not say that anyone will die during this time. They say death has already been defeated before the thousand years begin. They say these words are a metaphor. Maybe they are metaphor. Of course, theologians are good at turning troubling passages of Scripture into metaphors.

	In addition, someone may ask, “If Christ doesn't physically return until the end of the Kingdom Age, isn’t Christ supposed to rule and reign in the Kingdom Age?” If Christ comes in His body, Christ will rule and reign through His body. His body will have Christ fully formed within and will walk in perfect unity in the order and pattern of Scripture just as Ephesians 4:11-13 indicates. Christ the Head in heaven is Christ, and Christ the body is on earth Christ in submission to and union with Christ the Head. Revelation 20:6 says the saints will rule and reign with Christ for a thousand years.  2 Timothy 2:12 says we will reign with Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:25 says Christ must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. (Feet are part of the body.) Isaiah 9:6 says that the government shall be upon His shoulder. (Shoulders are parts of the body.) Daniel 7:27 says the Kingdom shall be given to the saints of the Most High. 1 Corinthians 6:3 says we will judge angels.

	 


Appendix E: Salvation

	(back)

	Since Jesus is saving us, what does He save us from, and what does He save us to? Teachers often give a very limited answer to this question and minimize salvation to an escape from punishment. Salvation is much more than that. 

	Here are some things Christ saves us from:

	Sin

	Salvation is about being freed from sin.

	John 8:31-32, 34, 35 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. ... Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. ... If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

	If you listen to the voice of Jesus and allow Him to lead, teach, and correct you, you will be one taught by Him. Then, you will know the truth (Jesus is the truth), and you will be free from sin. 

	Romans 6:12-14 “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.”

	Romans 5:15-19 “But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. For if by one man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.”

	Insanity

	Romans 1:18-29 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,”

	Notice what happens to those who refuse to acknowledge, thank, and glorify God. God gave them up to the lusts of their minds/hearts, vile affections, and a reprobate mind. A reprobate mind is unreliable. It says their foolish minds are darkened. Jesus is the Light, and He lights every person who comes into the world. Some people thank him for this. They acknowledge Him. Others do not. For those who do not, God removes the light of Christ from their lives, and they plunge into darkness so deep that they don’t know the difference between right and wrong or reality and make-believe.

	Colossians 1:2b-3 “Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”

	John 14:6a “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life”

	John 18:37b “Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.”

	Rational thought must be based on truth. Sound logic requires true premises. Truth is absolute by definition. The human mind can’t reason to truth. That means no human can self-generate truth. Where can we get the truth? Jesus Christ is the truth. He reveals the truth. He’s the Light Who lights every person that comes into the world. Without rational thought, everything is insane. The only way to escape insanity is by listening to Jesus Christ. You need a relationship.

	Judgement

	You are saved from God’s judgment.

	Matthew 25:44-46 “Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”

	Mt 5:22 “But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.”

	Mt 23:29-33 “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets. Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?”

	Re 20:13-14 “And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.”

	John 3:17-21 “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.”

	Death

	1 Thessalonians 5:9 “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ”

	Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

	John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

	John 11:24-26 “Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?

	Separation from God

	John 14:6 “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”

	Isaiah 59:1-2 “Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.”

	2 Thessalonians 1:9 “Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power”

	Matthew 25:41”Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels”

	Ephesians 2:12 “That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world”

	Worries

	Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

	John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”

	The World

	Romans 12:2 “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

	1 Peter 2:9 “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:”

	Many verses tell us to separate ourselves from the influences of the culture, but these two promise that He gives us freedom from the world. Notice that the words “be ye transformed” is in passive voice. From other Scriptures, we know this work is done by the Holy Spirit with our permission. He has called us out of darkness into His Light, and this is part of our salvation.

	Demons

	Luke 10:19-20 “Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.”

	Mark 16:17-18 “And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.”

	The New Testament gives us several examples of Christians taking authority over demons. 

	Here are some of the things Jesus saves us to:

	Sanity

	2 Timothy 1:7 “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. ”

	Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Goodness, Kindness, and Faith

	Galatians 5:22  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith”

	Wisdom, Righteousness, Holiness, and Freedom

	1 Corinthians 1:30 “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption” 

	Knowledge

	Colossians 2:2-3 “That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

	Understanding

	Ephesians 5:17 “Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.

	2 Timothy 2:7 “Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things.

	1 John 5:20 “And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.

	Health

	Romans 8:11 “But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

	Life

	John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

	Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

	Glory

	Ephesians 1:18  “The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

	Romans 8:18 “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

	Revelation 3:12 “Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.

	2 Peter 1:4 “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

	Philippians 3:14 “I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

	1 Corinthians 2:9 “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

	Fellowship with God

	1 John 1:3 “That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. ”

	1 Corinthians 1:9 “God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”

	2 Corinthians 5:18-19 “And all things [are] of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.”
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